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JHURECH FALLACIES.
tor of the ** Orkney Herald.”
‘gument’ in favour of the continu-
shurch it is often’ stated; both on
in the g;égé, that the Established
o the means -of bringing religious
n the reach of ‘all classes, and that
rinciple as been a failure in this
ly ‘in M’é-\p‘oorer-{ districts.  This
| “grievous ‘mistake,” and very mis-
one witﬁ"gpgn eyes can see the

ELECTION TACTICS.

To the Editor of the ** Orkney Herald.”

S1r,—The other day I came across a fac simile of
a ballot paper which had been sent to an elector
during the contest between Laing and Badenoch.
The evident intention of the sender was to show
how the real ballot paper shouald be filled up.
Above the names of the two candidates were
printed the words— ¢ Great care should be tali?n;thcgt
a cross is placed on the paper as shown below;‘ Thg
peculiar thing was that on this paper the “‘ cross
was placed opposite Badenoch’s name. Th1§ paper
was evidently the preduction of the Tory" party,
and intended to mislead illiterate voters, so as to
secure more supporters for their candidate. ShOLlld
the same tactics be followed this time, I trust the

around and see what voluotaryism
he last century in Scotland it was
ring relief To tens of thousands, and
5 hundreds'of thousands, who were
the yoke oﬁf,%)onddge._ Jn the case of
h, it has b e the means of erecting
rches, witl\E{:@ir manses and schools
e United :
anses ; while other dissenting deno-

resbyterian nearly 600 | Thomas Dundas,

electors will take warning.—I am, &c., ARGUS. |

WHY MR LYELL sHOULD BE SUPPORTED«.

ey,

F-To the Editor of the “Orkuey Herald.”

: : i ‘ ;

__As T have received a circular from the Hon.
b anda card from Mr T, W. Ranken,
requesting my vote on behalf of Mr Dundas, allow

sant as he is with Scotch business, to assist in
passing a good Local Government Bill. Orkney,
00, must show by her vote that she is prepared
and waiting for disestablishment; andIthat_t&}xe 800DEr
hat question is settled the better.—1 am &ec.,
bt A NEW ELECTOR.

A SUGGESTION 10 ove CONTEMPORARY,

To the Editor of the *“Orkney Herald.”

S1r,—The Ovrcadian in one of his 1<‘aders.the
other week said :—*‘‘ That the Liberal Committee
is not representative is patent to everyboﬁy exeepts
ing the wilfully blind. The great bulk of the
electors in Orkney and Shetland belong %o the
crofter and cottar class, Is that class represented
on the hole and corner commibtee 2 If nct, where
is its Liberal representative character 2 'the factis
that among this class the greatest amount of dis-
satisfaction is to be found with the selection of the
so-called Liberal Commitiee.” . i that mean any-
thing, it certainly means that in the Orcadian’'s
opinion the great majozity of the electors belong to
the Liberal party ; and seeing 'hhat'that 1s’bx-< con=
viction, had he not better ask himself if he is
justified in bolstering up Mr Dundas with what he |
very well knows is enly a false hope. Shenld he
not rather advise him guietly to retire from the

ber about 200."" With regard to
raises somewhere about
U.P. £400,000 ; and the other dono-

i
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rresponding §um: according to their
s is over and above what they may
fo pay ‘to support their Established |} b

s about 1800 dissent-

a consid e‘ra,b‘l;e_-.‘ num-.

me to state some reasons which prevent me from
giving my. vobe! ol said geotleman. |

e to ‘bluster and" war, it'is very averse to pay
%)(::[;he expenses so incurred 3 that while in oppasi-
tion it is most obstructive to all home reforms, w l|en.
in power it does nothing except on occasions 1t, tor
t‘vlv, sake of gaining popularity,

Mr, Dundas, if
turned to Parliament, will support the Tory party, | ex
hose past history shows that while it is far too

tries to dish the

—hi.gﬁapm‘x I o104 Ll ¢ wiiy

1
lcd by

contest,

and so save him further troauble and

221 , &y
g A AN ELECTOR.

AMERICAN BEEF AT SOUTH
RONALDSHAY,

oo Baitor-of the Orkney Herald.”

; -and hese

abotit £1.000,000 for

work it i sounection,  and by
s bringing B (ospgl to the poorest dis.
the kingdom, as "gj}l as sending mission-

doing far more Mikny work among the | o

the Establ
regatic F
are rai

han ever the StateOhuiy has done.  And | money and wany
e told that voluntaryismis, failure.  We | result of turning

melisil to oo 1 ST ?::tmzv.ith disaster in-Zululand.

svaal, contrary )
3 Erlﬁ?:h led to the Boer war. It
And what would have been, the statesf |\ cqdling with the ot

lare that voluntaryism has been ‘tyg bae k
siritual life in the Church in'all ages and

but for this despise: principle ?  Look at
, to Switzerland, to-all the European Pro-
.ingdoms, how it bas crushed out spiritual
illed the church‘es-.&herathgs ratmnah’sm

ity. ~In the last century the same pro-
;el;oying on in tnes Scotch, and Hoglish
hurches when! large secessions: from ‘both
ook place, which ept‘alive Spiritual life
he people both in the: Secession and Esta-
Uhurches. What was the state of our own
\s well as other parts of the country under
reign of Moderatism fostered by the State
le Secession came to these desolaﬁe-re-gmn:.?
ple were living in ignorance and supersti-
;hloeut the kqow!edgﬁ the Gospel, although
ere 50 called pastors of the Establishment
it e’%'r’y pa sh, tl_‘hé’?trpth is, to all appear-,
it for dissent, spiritsal life would have been
extinguished undel the ministration of this
H'—Eétgbhshrﬁedt. b regard to the main-
s of the Gospel,

principle,

ilure has not been in
bit in the State-supported

8 of

fiist :
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hurches. ¥

E%J’?’él}i;eéﬂ“ So. s ‘hré(
man} S, ?l’
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thi istricts

0 these parts, and Bot the vo
[so well known that the providing of r
o8 for the poor i
P&ieglhoi;bluablx'
sby any State C
9!(}9.»“|'f§¥’f/ i

ad seaflih adi Lle 2 o] 5 : ¢ iy %k

ing. proyided _r.el__fgiq_gw ordinances  for 'qhéf Tory vcandidates; and the Tories' are thus acting:
1:36;is complained by the State Church that :

vho; choose, to separate themselyes from her | Irsland separated from Britain. Ranoy

onnd, and
sendowment, . This is another mistaken no-
The trauth is Dissenters did not-choose to
the Establishment.  They left it very un-
ily.. ‘For want, of spiritual independance
ere forced out, both in thé last century and
sent, and after they came out both parties
ihqrgd, to the ‘Estazli'ghmen,t ‘principle 3 but
Ehgve' now.got to see, by practical experi-
e benefits of voluntaryism, they much prefer
would on no. account return. Having thus
the benefits of this principle, they wish the
Church . to-enjoy.-.the same privileges with
ilves, and not to degrade the Church, as
anngs,ay,{bup to lift her-up above the influ-
the State into the enjoyment of the same
rivileges with themselves. o k
"also’ said” in’ some quarters that the State
enjoys eyen more freedom than Dissenting
8, .We confess we do not understand what.
an by this, unless it be that: ske takes to
eedom to. give a resting-place and re-
delinquents frem discipline in Dissenting
pns, or to allow her ministers and teach-
oub ;remonstrance, to teach and publish
subversive of the Gospel, or to go forth
taxes on poor heritors for the support of

voured Establlshment.,
nore than this: we are told that the
ce of ordinances of ‘religion in con-
ith ‘the existing Establishment was pro-
them: by the-pious, liberality | of itheir
5 ten or twelve hundred years ago, We
old that it is from the produceuf what
d ‘donations; bequests, and mortgages
ient times the clérgy are maintained ' at
day. «Weiare also tol’thatito meddle
to commit robbery -that it issacrilege,
iwer: to/these mi-statements we quote
Staté « 'Churchiser by Mr - Williamson,
andidate of the St Andrews:Burghs.
1 ay’’ he states;, ‘ that the ancient
whds given ‘tor the Roman Catholie
were chiefly in the hands of monas-
higher clergy, were toa great ex-
by them on the eve of the Reforma-
b remained was either kept by the
onasteries and bishoprics were sup-
rer convieyed to favourites of the
part of the stipends of the Estab-
clergy is: derived: from that source.
seof income of: the . Roman Catholic
e tiends, which are mot:and never
mre of ‘@ bequest or voluntary! con-
dre impost under legal 'sanction,
! ¢ould: successfully resist ‘paying:
ave: since the: Reformation been in
1e Crown.and of the heritors, who
law:to cantribute out of them such
s clergy of the existing Presbyterian
urch’' ag’ from time to time may be
mmissionsrs'of Teinds appointed by
i "To_ sprak ‘of ‘these tiends as the
ty 'of the Church and as'the bequests
tors" to' tte Presbytérian Church of
‘aii dmourt of lamentable ignorance
['do'well jo'try to dispel, even'in the
toral’ contest. ' The property is na-
ngs ot H the ‘Church. " Aad ‘in' so
ion “of’ tht Christian Church enjoys
ensfit'of it there does not 'exist that
ty in' the eye of the law whieh thé
a8 ‘condifion of’Scotland demands,
iink, it fgthe furction of Liberalism
| secure.’
noticed some other fallacies, but T
alreadytoo far on your space.—I

'SIGMA,

Beaconsfield  was, with the utmost difficylty, re- | ; : : : e :
gtrained by the ULiberals from %.%‘%TWed”’ffiﬂe‘“ﬁ’ﬁh %’:ﬁg‘:‘“ﬁf‘:ﬁ‘;’;“gfggi;2‘5“%‘;‘5%,15%‘@%
It was consideéed somew
PR (M «Radical ” palate.
:Z:::seg :grﬂﬁr I%ell’s anaplysis, who is expected
to visit the neighbourhood on an earl:{ 8y paxd
week. It is o be hoped it will prove of advantag
%o ** Iota’s” impaired digestive functions.

Rwm‘d into Afghanistan, coptrary to e
strance and adyice

| the withdrawal

at
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(}& 5“9825%’“"' % 1Y .gendingthem 4o relieve Gordon during the: D ;
15y i Wg’;‘ﬂ’ ;hé';., 3‘nc,mﬁrwards!fouti‘d ‘to our:| Macrae ever hear of any of the Dissentingrch w

\nd, out of euvy ab her. supposed
ge _.posxt;oq.,demapd;:,hgr disestaklishment | at the future.

arEey.
sesw NI BUPPOTE. OT LATKEY L

iberals and

on the part of the Liberal :
i Ci t twenty millions o

ol goupu\;ﬁ:&bgeﬁves with the barren

i wer. into a bitter
o tejeodly 2% xt, invaded and
It annexed the
i its inhabitants,
10,05 £ \p Ofoined France in
ffairs of Egypt, wglch a
led to all our troubies there, and it lef:;I:el:fnm:t:
tin verge of rebellion, , Such was the sta.‘eme A
tersvhen the late Liberila?ﬁli?»?ii%d::wn Jaite
. +Our troops wer ) K
?\ofvgv}?;nis?m, and l())ur; old policy reve?e'd t%f‘]t,'zh‘é
non-intervertion with the internal a.halrs o, d
country, but a promise to support ll;- E}g t.% R
isstais atlly'e;te{utvg e&?ﬁér rx’fada: bsy Russia
change of policy anda the ol
stk e The MEIA AL L L
jendly terms with us. ~ LOrC 1 :
fcll:xl: I.ugian Press to prevent fhem exP&““é‘;i‘:t(‘)’:e
farious dealings: with Afghanisi@Be |3 "‘él.w.e;?when
gave liberty to the press, and, as a&“se%‘:an R oot
Russia threatened Afghanistan, the 1.‘? o b
came loyally forward and offered their help ‘
common foe. : lg @il
t’h%ew statesmen wqufkd,have had the moral c‘\’“" ‘:ﬂ:
to withdraw from an, unjust war after being =7
feated by a weak foe,, as Mr Gladstone did whel
he discovered that the Transvaal bad been annexed
contrary to the desire of the Boers.  Step by step
the late Tory ijvgrpm\eqq’g‘;gt{epﬁer%p‘cg'mth the
finances of Egypt led us first to bom ard the forts,
at Alexandria. next the subjugation of Arabi, then
Bgyptian, garrisons in, the, Sou.;

it, on some paltry prete

| dan. Itis convenient now. for.Tory, orators;b
A ‘d:a;nlthe-;Egymim,m Soudan: wars, but i
they who hounded on the. late; Government, :not:
only to:conquer, but; to annex the . pestilential
deserts, The Tories had no objection to:Genera
Gordon -being gent out,i but when he failed to.wit
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fght.sdi gaiinb assd ead ol i o
The late Liberal Government, while putting down
in Ireland with a firm: lﬁmd(»ati‘; same time
o tanrd i .a dradtic measure,

| cost; Britishosoldiers can:soarcely exist, much less

tsv;!thex i a o ¥
| lites, turned outothe Liberal Government on t
| whiskly tax, and’ as & return! for- such help th

present the scene of boycotting and moonlighting.
Parnell has ordered all his followers ‘to/vote for:
with those who make it ‘no secret ‘that they wish’
Such is a ‘resume of ‘the past j now for a glance
“ Mr Dundas, like others of his party,
is'a'strenuous defender of the Hstablished Church,
because, among other reasons, he'says the principles
of this Church are conducive to religious liberty.
Were Mr Duandas to take the trouble to read ‘the
history of the Church:of Scotland, he' would find
that the connection between Church and State has
been “anything but' conducive to religious literty.
It was to get such liberty that the United Presby-
terian and Free Churches left the Establishment.
During the tén years” conflict' the 'Court of Session
fined and threatened with imprisonment ministers
who refused to ordain a drunken minister, and in-
terdicted Dr Gathrie and others from preaching the
gospel even in the open fields. ‘Since thenm, no
doubt, the State has granted the Church more:
liberty, but it has' the power to withdraw' that
liberty when it suits itself, and the recent Sand-
wick case shows that even a large minority get but
scant justice in the selection of a minister,.

Mr Dandas réfuses to grant free education to ' the
children of the poor, but has no objection to pay
large stipends to ministers'who preach to' empty
pews. The Hstablished Church has done'its day,
but'is now antiguated and uwnworkable. The law
is such that a minister can get a good house con-
denined, and heritors and feurs compelled to build
a ‘most ‘extravagant 'manse. 'Large numbers of
almost empty churches have to be kept up through-
ové ‘the country, while other districts would be
entirely without religious’ordnances were it not for
 the dissenting "churches. The present state:of
church mattersin‘Orkney is'a scandal to religion.
Two and three ministers in every parish, where one
would be sufficient. 'State endowments is the bone
of contention that at present keeps them from
uniting. ' The U!P.’s'and Free’s would have united |
long'ago were ‘it 'nbt for the hankering after State
pay that induced 'Dr Begg 'and'a small party to
threaten'to’break up‘the Free Church, rather than
allow the union 'to take'place:! Withdraw State
aid, and' the varions Presbyterian Churches will be
forced to unite'for the sake of ‘economy, as witness
Canadaand Australia. The present voluntary sub-
scriptions ‘would provide handsome salaries ‘were
the number of ‘churches-reduced; and State Eadow-
ment would provide free education, and reduce the
poor and school rates—a much more feasible plan of
reducing’ Orkney and ‘Shetland school and' poor
rates than that most extravagant ‘method proposed
by Mr Dundas, to nationalise these ' rates.” Auny
one acquainted with parochial business'knows that
economy is not studied when a ‘grant can be got
from Government, and were the poor of gach parish
supported from'a ¢ommon fund allowances would
be increased all round, and many now supported by
relations-and neéighbours would-be thrown upen' the
rateg. ' This bait may catch a*few votes in Shetland,
buf not in Orkney, where the rates would be in-
creased instead of diminished were such an exped-
ient adopted. “We want home rule here, each
parish to have its Parish Council, as each town has
148 Town Council, to manage both sehools and poor.
If those who disburse the money have also to pay
the rates they will take good“eare that there is no
unnecessary expenditure. ‘At present the:rate-’
payers in each parisk ‘have only two or three repre-
sentatives on the' ‘Parochial. Board, " while' the
Established Church can send o the meetings' the
minister, ‘who" pays no poor rates, and five elders,
who ‘may -altogether only pay a'few ‘shillings 'of
rates. I have known, on more than one oceasion,
the minister and His'elders, representing only a few
pouinds 'of ‘rental, oppose. with 'equal -onmber of
votes those ‘who represented two-thirds of the ren-:
tal of the’parish, - = A
“It is of ‘the utmost importance that ‘we send a |
member of Mr Liyells opinion to support Mr: Glad-
stone against that-wunholy alliance of Parnellite and:

arian

(Coercion Bill) was! not renewed, and: Ireland is-at|

S1r,—The 8.8, Express was observed to arrive in

hat insipid of itself, and

mixture of  ‘‘ Rosebery Sauce ” to
A few' tins a1@

day nexb

I may add it was landed ‘free of duty.”’—X
o AN OBSERVER.

A CRITICISM OF CHURCH DEFENDERS,

To the Editor of the * Ovkney Herald.”

Sy —With your leave, I would beg to make a

few remarks on some Statements advanced by some

members of the Kirkwall Church Defence Associa=

) h can en-
i Macrae says that ‘‘no Chure
sk 1:::6 herself from the State, nor cab the

by i itself from the
St ‘it ever so desirous, free itse
%?:féhl.)e l'Soeme Churches have made the attempt

to free themselves from State control, but as the

records of the Civil Courtsvsvhho_\;v,t?essta:;e):wgst:
in fai 3 ile the Sta
have resulted in failure.” T : X
i 3 idnal, this genera
certain control over every in 1}\]7 T e
ower is very different from wha + N
1 in its service and receiving1i
those who are directly in 1ts ser g fegoa ity
latter is the position of the o
RZZizla.n'{;he She is paid by the State, an(_lt tll_e b;antg
SCy it; wer_ by altering her constitution
’Sha‘v‘vgnl:\swgo whicl): bas never been done with any
laws in o motablished Churches, Yet Mr Macrae

{lof the'men-, i "the freest Church in Christendom

tells 18 **she’ 1 freer than any of the non-Estab-

fi I—lce;tainly MUC» Lt ab the same time, he 13 suss

lligncgli Churches,” L showing wherein her fre‘ednm
ipiciously silent in sl .04 the State gave the Hstah-
\consists, Some time agls considered to be a little
lished, Church what was ¢, of her ministers, This

more liberty in the election 013 petitions bo Parlias

1 - ; tepeated peh, and the Staf
“Khartoum. .garrison,: Mr Gladstone was | wasonly given after repeated peh,
b bhe 3m dﬁ“gn"s ag;ha;eﬁubd«m:mniﬁémﬁnb ment on the part of the Church;asure;

Did Mr
may withdraw that liberty at pleasitting Chunches

getting up similar petitions? Yet a Churctb o
| 'can hardly move itself without the consent ol

| State he considers the freest in Christendom ! ¢
he really believes what he says, his ecclesiasti
‘education is shamefully deficient.

,Speaking of the Church’s
..ﬁuﬁu,ml, ¢ It used tobe argmed by L

. hat b nues were a bax upon the com-
nity, bu argument is now seldom heard,’
he historical t that has been thrown upon the
discussion has convinced most people that the en-
dowments from which the revenues of the Church
are derived were the free-will offerings of pious
Christians in bygone ages, who desired the ex-
tension and perpetuation of Christianity fin the
land.” It is a great pity some of the ‘“’historical
light " which has been so convincing had not been
reflected in Mr Macrae's speech.  Had this been the
case, he would have done incalculable benefit to the
Church party, and would’ bave influenced the
public in a way that mere assertions will never-do,
He might, however, inform people how he came by
the information that all owners of land were at one
time *‘pious Christians,” and how it came about
that all these took the peculiar power of leaving a
burden on landed property for the extension of
Christianity,

Mr  Macrae also says — ‘It has been said by
persons whose opinions are entitled to weight, that
the Established Churches in this kingdom are the
bulwarks of Christianity.” He is not exactly clear
on this point, but-solemnly gives it as his opinion
that if the Established Churches were overthrown
‘‘the non-Hstablished would not ' long survive,
Thefr existence seems to: me to be: inseparably-
bound up with the existence of the Established
Churches.” Let Mr Macrae compare what spiritual
life existed in the Church of Scotland before there
was any dissent with what there is now, and he.
will, I bave not the least doubt, own that the.
existence of the Church of Scotland as a Church of ~
spiritual life, is inseparsbly bound up with the.
i existence of the non- Hstablished Churches.

Mr Walker, again, tells us that the Church of -
Scotland is entirely the Church of the people ! She..
has all alony ranged herself on the side of those who-
have opposed all reforms; so long as it was safe to.
doso. Look how bitterly she opposed the Education
Act—an Act which has already borne fruit in the..
elevation of the masses. And yet we are told she
is the Church of the people. Well may the people.
pray to be delivered from such friends. He also
says it is a most undesirable state of matters that
the poorer ccngregations should be helped by their
wealthier brethren., Mr Walker’s opinion is entirely
at variance with that of St Paul, who more than
once commended those who had contributed to the,.
support of their poorer brethren. | Whether St
Paul or Mr Walker’s opinion is entitled to most:

endowments,

- weight, I leave the public to judge.

Again, Mr Walker says—** We are told that by
disestablishment the people will be relieved of pay-.
ment for education, by appropriating for educational
purposes the money that is now used for supporting
the clergy.. This, however, is a mistake. The
money would only be: differently applied, but not
applied to the relief of the people in any shape
whatever.” Does Mr Walker really believe that
the people, who have now the making of laws in_
their own hands, will not apply that money to-
their relief ‘“in'any shape whatever?”  [If they do
not they will have themselves to blame.
Disestablishment, in'the opinion of Mr Walker,
would not promote nnion among the Chnrches.  If
a man doee him a great injury he is not the man
with whom he would prefer to co-operate - It would.
be bis duty to have as little as possible to do with
that man. Has Mr Walker never found, in his ex-y
perience, that a man whem he thought at one time-
was doing him a great injury was in reality his
best friend. This is just the way with the Kstab-
lished Church. « Her present’sapporters will soon
find, after her disestablishment, that: those who
have been instrumental in bringing that about have
been the Chureh’s best friends.

Again we are told that if disestablishment come,
‘“ thousands of poor labouring men will be: entirely
deprived of Church ordinances.”” 'Can Mr Walker
point to a single instance in Dissenting Churches
where any person was deprived of Church ordinances
on account of his'poverty.  And if the: Church of
Scotland, when disestablished, does not do likewise,
the greater it will be to her shame. i

. Both Mr Walker and Mr ‘Macrae have shown!
their entire ignorance of the working of Dissenting
Churches, 1 would .advise both: to:-get better in-

Tory, and that we send one as thoroughly conver-

formation on the subject, when, I have no doubt,
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